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Lifestyles Businesses Opportunities

Location

Strategically located in central Ontario, 45 minutes from the Greater Toronto Area, Simcoe County is the ideal location for your business.
The County is well connected to Ontario’s major transportation links, such as highways, rail, and airports allowing easy access to local and
international markets.
Location Highlights
• More than 130 million people within a one-day drive
• Connected to provincial highway 400, and arterial highways 11, 12, 26, and 27
• Lake Simcoe Regional Airport with Canada Customs on-site and 6,001-foot runway suitable for commercial aircraft, surrounded by
available employment lands

Labour Force

The local business community has benefitted from Simcoe County’s highly skilled and dedicated labour force. The labour force has been
supported by post-secondary and continuing education opportunities at Lakehead University, Orillia Campus and Georgian College. Both
schools are actively engaged in working with industry to address changes in the labour market by ensuring their graduates are well-suited
to address the needs of local industry, based on their feedback.
Labour Highlights
• Total labour force within County of Simcoe: 230,795
Within commuting distance (1 hour drive): 1.5 million+
• Approximately 50 per cent of residents have completed post-secondary education
• Georgian College has four campuses in the region, and a University Partnership
Program, offering a variety of university degrees from different schools
• Lakehead University’s Orillia campus offers Bachelor’s of Arts and Science, and
Social Work degrees, MBAs, and education certifications
• Competitive wage rates

You Want To Live Here

Lifestyles Businesses Opportunities

Situated in Central Ontario, the County of Simcoe is comprised of 16 municipalities and has a population
of 446,063, including the separated cities of Barrie and Orillia. The County of Simcoe Economic
Development Office understands the needs of your business in today’s global economy, and we’re
here to assist you in achieving success. From our small-town charm to our vibrant urban centres, a
strong, diverse, and welcoming business community, and recreational opportunities abound. Live the
life you’ve always dreamed of – in the County of Simcoe – For Greater Opportunities.

Simcoe County is considered by many to be Ontario’s outdoor playground. Ideally situated between picturesque Georgian Bay and Lake
Simcoe, there are endless opportunities for recreation and a high quality of life. As a result, we host more than 6.35 million visitors a year.
Quality of Life Highlights
• Unmatched four-season recreational opportunities including 89 marinas/boat launches, 25 public beaches,
three ski resorts, more than 50 golf courses, countless hiking trails, and much more!
• Many unique communities to choose from, large to small, urban and rural
• Vibrant arts and culture scene complemented by abundant agri-culinary experiences
• Five hospitals, many educational facilities, and low crime rates

Research
& Development

In addition to a strong set of business support organizations, the local business community has
access to plenty of research and development support.
• Lakehead University in Orillia provides faculty research support for early stage research
and development projects, and industry has access to all facilities in Simcoe County
and Thunder Bay
• Georgian College’s Centre for Applied Research and Innovation provides in-depth
assistance for applied research and commercialization projects, including materials
testing, professional advice, and financial and human resource support
• Springboard Innovation, a local business incubator, provides mentorship
and support for startup and early-stage companies to rapidly grow
• Opportunities to leverage provincial and federal funding for R&D,
labour, marketing, exporting, and much more
• Canadian Forces Base Borden, Canada’s largest military training base

