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Agriculture

Growing our Economy

Agriculture is a major player in the County of Simcoe’s regional economy. Locating in the agriculture sector in Simcoe County will place
you right in the heart of a rich system of growers and supplies, processors, fertilizer producers, equipment dealers, and a myriad of other
agricultural service providers.
• More than 2,189 operating farms throughout the County
farms located in the northwest portion, another 35 per cent
of Simcoe*
located in the southern part, and around 30 per cent in the
• Strong presence of agricultural organizations in the County
northeast portion
advocating on your behalf for resources and support
• Excellent soil quality, with a portion of land being classified as
• Even distribution of farmland (and access to producers)
organic soils, and majority of the remaining land classified as
across Simcoe County with approximately 35 per cent of
Classes 1-3

Diverse
Agricultural System
The County of Simcoe produces one of the most diverse ranges
of traditional and organic agricultural outputs in Ontario. Among
our unique offerings, producers in the County grow more than 40
varieties of vegetables, a broad range of fruits, and supply many
different meat products ranging from beef to goat to duck to game
meat to fresh fish. Also available throughout the County are maplebased products, fresh honey, and fresh dairy products. Furthermore,
Simcoe County is emerging as a hub for beverage development
with two renowned craft breweries, Creemore Springs, and the
Flying Monkeys Brewery, and whisky producer, Canadian Mist. In
addition to the food grown and produced in Simcoe County, we are
also home to an established food processing cluster, with leaders
in the field such as Leadbetter’s Foods and Fresh Mix operating
alongside smaller-scale processors. The County is also home to the
Ontario Stockyards.

Farms Classified by Industry
			
Cattle Ranching and Farming
Hog and Pig Farming		
Poultry and Egg Production
Sheep and Goat Farming		
Other Animal Production		
Oilseed and Grain Farming		
Vegetable and Melon Farming
Fruit and Tree Nut Farming		
Greenhouse, Nursery
and Floriculture Production		
Other Crop Farming		

# of Farms
419
13
43
64
405
502
119
43
152
429

*Source: Statistics Canada, 2011

Due to the agricultural sector’s importance, the County has played an integral role in
working with partners to develop and adapt the Simcoe County Food and Agriculture
Charter, dedicated to supporting the production, processing, and consumption of local
food. It reflects the community’s vision of a sustainable food system, and involves education
about the benefits to eating locally and supporting local agriculture to encourage the community to
contribute towards the local food economy. Visit www.fpa.simcoe.ca for information.

Partnerships Abound

The County has a rich history of partnerships in the agricultural sector, and we work closely with a number of organizations to advocate
for, support, and strengthen the agricultural sector within Simcoe County. Examples of organizations that support Simcoe County’s local
food economy are:
Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture – Advocates on behalf of farmers across Simcoe County to the
Ontario Federation of Agriculture to ensure the development and delivery of policy and action to improve farmer
lifestyles and agriculture in general. Supports activities that sustain the local food economy in Simcoe County,
such as assessing the feasibility of the creation of a local food distribution hub.
Simcoe County Farm Fresh - Dedicated marketing agency for Simcoe County produced and processed
agricultural products. Maintains a listing and tourist map of local producers and retailers, and supports and
organizes events around Simcoe County to support local food and educate the public on its benefits.

Location
•
•

•
Holland Marsh Growers Association – Supporting the local Holland Marsh food economy by creating
opportunities for producers to sell and process their products locally. The Holland Marsh is one of the most
productive agricultural spaces in Canada, with more than 40 varieties of vegetables grown.

•
•

Food Partners Alliance
Simcoe County

Food Partners Alliance – A voluntary, multi-sector organization established as a result of a growing realization
about the urgency to marshal more attention and resources into the building of a truly sustainable food system in
Simcoe County as way to grow a prosperous, healthy tomorrow.

•

Strategic location in Central Ontario ideal to access local
and international markets – more than 130 million people
within a one-day drive.
Connected to the provincial highway 400, and arterial
highways 11, 12, 26, and 27 facilitating transport to northern,
southern, central, and eastern Ontario, U.S., and international
markets.
Home to Canadian Forces Base Borden, Canada’s
largest military training base
Significant concentration of prime agricultural land,
including a portion of the renowned Holland Marsh
Situated between beautiful Georgian Bay and Lake Simcoe,
offering a range of recreational options
Opportunities to leverage provincial and federal funding
for R&D, labour, marketing, exporting, and much more

Labour
Force

•
•

Total labour force within County of Simcoe: 230,795,
Within commuting distance (1-hour drive): 1.5 million+
Strong labour force supported by Lakehead University in
Orillia and Georgian College; both work closely with regional
industry ensuring labour needs of business community met

Agriculture

Situated in central Ontario, the County of Simcoe has a population of more than 446,000
including the cities of Barrie and Orillia. It is ideally situated between Lake Simcoe and Georgian Bay,
45 minutes north of Toronto. The County of Simcoe Economic Development Office understands the
needs of your business in today’s global economy, and we’re here to assist you in achieving success.
From our small towns to our vibrant urban centres, strong, diverse, and welcoming business communities and recreational opportunities await you. Live the life you’ve always dreamed of in the County of
Simcoe – For Greater Opportunities.

